
 

Investing in the future: Financing municipal infrastructure 
WORKSHOP RESOURCES 
 
Investing in the future focused on the fair and sustainable revenues that are needed to build strong 
cities and towns, and posed important questions about the viability of public-private partnerships 
(P3s) to build crucial infrastructure. The Canadian Union of Public Employees organized this 
workshop to engage with municipal leaders in important discussions about how to deliver the 
modern infrastructure and well-resourced public services that are the foundation of our country.  
 
Bonnie Lysyk, Auditor General of Ontario, presented the findings of her wide-ranging audit of 
Ontario’s public-private partnership (P3) program. Her findings call the entire P3 model into 
question. With federal pressure on municipalities to engage in P3s, through PPP Canada, the P3 
screen in the New Building Canada Fund, as well as the new federal transit infrastructure fund, a full 
and impartial review of how P3s are assessed and promoted – as well as their true costs – is timely. 
 
Economist David Thompson of PolicyLink Research and Consulting highlighted the need for more 
and better revenues for municipalities of all sizes. His research outlines how municipalities can help 
tackle growing income inequality by focusing on progressive revenue sources that are based on 
ability to pay. He also emphasized the need for stable and predictable long-term federal 
infrastructure funding that isn’t conditional on privatization through P3s. 
 
Dauphin, Manitoba’s Mayor Eric Irwin emphasized the importance of arts and culture, as well as 
public spaces and facilities, in creating a vibrant and prosperous community. A leader in building 
community through local engagement and investment, Dauphin is a case study in building the 
economic and social health of a small town. 
 
New evidence about the excessive costs of P3s shows that they are being promoted based on 
unsubstantiated opinion, not fact. It's time for new and better progressive revenue options for Canadian 
municipalities. It is also time for municipal needs and issues to be fully recognized and properly funded 
as national priorities. A fully public infrastructure program will create good jobs, boost the economy and 
leave future generations a legacy of assets. 

Visit cupe.ca/municipalities for copies of all speaker presentations as well as these resources: 
 

 Asking the right questions: A guide for municipalities considering P3s, written by economist 
John Loxley; 

 CUPE analysis of the Ontario Auditor General’s report;  

 Building better communities: A fair funding toolkit for Canada’s cities and towns; 

 Funding a better future: Progressive revenue sources for Canada’s cities and towns, written 
by David Thompson; 

 Ours to keep: municipal public services and assets, a briefing on privatization and 
municipalities; and 

 Fact sheets on a range of municipal issues.  
 

http://cupe.ca/municipalities
http://cupe.ca/asking-right-questions-guide-municipalities-considering-p3s
http://cupe.ca/ontario-audit-throws-cold-water-federal-provincial-love-affair-p3s
http://cupe.ca/building-better-communities-fair-funding-toolkit-canadas-cities-and-towns
http://cupe.ca/funding-better-future-progressive-revenue-sources-canadas-cities-and-towns
http://cupe.ca/ours-keep-municipal-public-services-and-assets

