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IRI DFATD Programming 

Unify the 
Country 

Implement 
Critical 

Reforms 

• Municipal public opinion survey program to 
assist Ukrainian government in framing reform 
agenda (see next slide) 
 

• Regional governance work to build capacity of 
Ukrainian local elected officials to address 
challenges 
 

• Train young political and civic leaders in new 
Dnipropetrovsk training center on best practices 
in governance and effective engagement in 
political processes 

 
• Enhance linkages between political parties and 

civil society organizations to solve local 
problems 
 

• Conduct East/West exchanges for local elected 
officials to network and share best practices 

Kyiv Government  
Priorities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of IRI’s longstanding public opinion survey program, IRI will continue to provide important data on key issues to national and local officials to assist them in framing legislative and ministerial reform agendas. The Institute will also continue its regional governance work to respond to the need for knowledge and skills across Ukraine’s local governments to address these challenges.  IRI will soon open a southern and eastern Ukraine training center in Dnipropetrovsk, where it will train young political and civic activists on how to effectively engage in political processes.  Typically in Ukraine, political parties and CSOs do not cooperate with each other outside of election cycles. For this reason, IRI developed an innovative program to enhance linkages between political parties and civil society organizations (CSO) at the municipal level by highlighting the mutually beneficial results of cooperation, such as solving local problems.  Although Russian propaganda would have us believe that Ukrainians are divided, Ukrainians have never been more united.  Nevertheless, for several years now, IRI has been working to strengthen relationships between officials and activists from different parts of the country.  IRI has brought together councilmembers from Sumy, a region bordering Russia to Ivano-Frankivsk, a far western Ukraine to share best practices in democratic governance and to create interregional networks of reform-oriented leaders.  In the process, both sides confront stereotypes of the other, realizing that the stereotypes are not accurate and too frequently used as political tools.



Municipal Public Opinion Survey Program 
Spring 2015 

• First-ever nationwide municipal survey (March 3-20, 2015) conducted 
in 22 regional capitals of Ukraine not under Russian or Russian-backed 
forces, utilizing an extensive sample size of more than 17,000 
respondents 

 
• Mayors’ Roundtable (April 29, 2015) held in Kyiv for mayors and their 

deputies from the 22 cities surveyed, along with representatives of the 
national government, to begin a dialogue on direction of 
decentralization and other reforms 

 
• Democratic Governance Conference (May 19-20, 2015) for local 

officials from 22 major cities across Ukraine, including Mariupol, to 
discuss municipal survey results and local democratic governance 
 

• Mayors’ Study Tour (TBD) for approximately 30 representatives from 
the surveyed cities to visit one exemplary city that is successfully 
delivering a particular service to its community and study its approach 
(e.g., public transportation in Vinnitsya) 
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Nationwide Municipal Survey Conducted Mayors’ Roundtable 

Democratic Governance Conference  

Informing 
discussions on 

key reforms set 
forth by the 

pro-European 
government in 

Kyiv 
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Key Findings from 2015  
Municipal Survey 
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Geographical Key 

Due to the Russian occupation of Crimea and the ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine, residents 
of the cities of Donetsk, Luhansk and Simferopol were unable to be included in this poll. 

NOTE: Regional names also denote regional capital names unless otherwise indicated on the map. 
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Generally speaking, do you think that things in Ukraine are going in the right 
direction or wrong direction? 
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Generally speaking, do you think that things in your city are going in the right 
direction or wrong direction? 
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Are you proud of your city? 
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<1% 

<1% 

<1% 



In your opinion, how serious are these problems for your city? 
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Corruption 

>0% 

<1% 
<1% 
<1% 
<1% 

<1% 

<1% 

<1% 



Do you approve the work of the following government and nongovernment 
entities? 
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President of Ukraine 



Do you approve the work of the following government and nongovernment 
entities? 
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Mayor 

<1% 



Do you approve the work of the following government and nongovernment 
entities? 
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Courts 

<1% 

<1% 



Service Index - Evaluating the Quality of the Different Services and/or 
Public Goods Available in Municipalities of Ukraine 
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Combined index score that aggregates ratings of all 18 services and public goods, 
 where 0 means “Terrible” and 100 means “Excellent”  



If Ukraine could only enter one international economic union, which of 
the following should it be? 
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(Aggregated Result for 22 Regional Capitals) 



If a referendum were held today on Ukraine joining NATO, how would 
you vote? 
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(Aggregated Result for 22 Regional Capitals) 



If you could choose only one or the other, which is more important to you: a 
democratic system of governance or a prosperous economy?  
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How important is citizen participation in the government decision-
making process? 
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What is your opinion about each of the following initiatives? 
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Direct Elections of Governors and Heads of Rayon 
Administrations  
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