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A vision for a sustainable 

community 
Benny Farm 

Redevelopment  

EVBF, a community-

owned energy company 



Greening the Infrastructure at 

Benny Farm 

Salvaging Buildings 

Conserving  

Energy and Water 



Initial Optimism 

  Award-winning design – 

Holcim Foundation 

 

Energy services company 

as a model for long term 

sustainability 

Globe and Mail, September 2005 



Renewable energy systems 

   
Ground exchange heat 

pump loops 

Solar water heating and 

make-up air preheating 



 

The cold slap of reality 

   Innovative infrastructure 

faulty: needed redesign 

and rebuilding 

Renovations and lowest 

cost contracting lead to 

significant deficiencies 

Montreal Gazette, September 2007 



  



Lessons Learned 

  Risk / Return ratio in green 

building investments can 

be misleading 

Initial energy budget 

estimates over-promised 

compared to results 
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Affordable housing a service 

not just a commodity 
Technical complexity 

requires highly skilled 

maintenance capacity  

Invest upfront AND in 

maintenance to keep 

energy bills affordable 



Green buildings - innovation 

  
ESCO and district heating 

models are promising, but 

require the right players  

Building innovation 

projects require significant 

“rebuild” contingencies 



Final Outcomes 

  
EVBF involvement created 

new opportunities to 

improve life for the 

residents      

EVBF project important to 

furthering knowledge 

about green building 

technology in Quebec. 



Thank You! 
info@accesenergie.ca 

Alex J Hill, M. Ing., LEED AP 

 

 

www.accesenergie.ca 


