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Greening the Infrastructure at

Benny Farm
Conserving
Salvaging Buildings Energy and Water

hybrid solar and
geothermal recharge

heat recovery ventilator
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Initial Optimism
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Renewable energy systems

Ground exchange heat Solar water heating and
pump loops make-up air preheating
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The cold slap of reality

Renovations and lowest Innovative infrastructure
cost contracting lead to faulty: needed redesign
significant deficiencies and rebuilding

Harsh reality of a green plan

Building green might be all the rage, but living green has turned into
struggle for residents of two environmentally sustainable housing
projects at the Benny Farm site in Notre Dame de Gréce.
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| essons Learned

Initial energy budget Risk / Return ratio in green
estimates over-promised building investments can
compared to results be misleading
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Affordable housing a service
not just a commodity

Technical complexity Invest upfront AND In

requires highly skilled maintenance to keep
maintenance capacity energy bills affordable




Green buildings - iInnovation




Final Outcomes
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