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PROLOGUE

On May 27, 2015, in partnership with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, The Centre for Global 

Education, Green Learning and TakingITGlobal, over 200 students from six schools across Canada 

came together to discuss their vision for their municipalities’ futures. Utilising online collaboration 

technology, students from Alberta to Ontario,  and from Edson to downtown Toronto, exchanged ideas, 

debated alternatives, and ultimately created this document to represent their voices on the growth and 

development of their towns and cities. The Virtual Town Hall, an “archetype of grassroots democracy,” 

was the culmination of over 500 hours of student collaboration. This event showcased the desire of 

hundreds of Canadian youth to engage in a national conversation and to have their voices heard.

Equipped with this knowledge and enabled by online technology, the student leaders facilitated a full-

day national virtual town hall where over 200 youth engaged in a dialogue with local and national experts. 

During this time, the youth participated in breakout groups to address two questions:

1. What municipal issues are most important to Canadian youth?

2. How can Canadian youth work with their municipalities to take action on these issues?

The National Youth White Paper: Our Communities - A Youth Agenda for Change, written collaboratively 

by Canadian students, is the direct result of this ten day long interactive process. It represents the 

voices of hundreds of youth who were introduced to the complexities of municipal government, unified 

through the power of 21st century technology, and who desire to contribute to the dialogue taking place 

about the future of Canada through the lens of their local communities.



We, as Canadian youth, see our potential to be leaders within our communities. By having our municipalities 

work with us to positively effect change, a new generation of problem-solvers, able to address the 

concerns of our communities is brought onboard. Whether we live in small towns or large cities, the 

issues that need to be addressed are significant 

and require the entire community to come together. 

Furthermore, the interconnected nature of these 

challenges requires us to take a holistic approach to 

their resolution.  

Youth across Canada have identified five key areas in which we would like to collaborate with our 

municipalities to create change:  

1. Public Transportation 

2. Poverty Reduction 

3. Environmental Preservation

4. Community Building

5. Economic Growth and Diversification

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

Public transportation was consistently identified as a key area in need of growth. For many, especially 

youth, public transit is  the only way toget to work, school, and social engagements. By improving 

accessibility and availability of public transport, especially LRTs, subways and rapid transit, cities could 

encourage more people to leave their cars at home,. This would decrease road congestion, improve 

parking, and most importantly, reduce carbon emissions. Furthermore, promoting public transit usage 

amongst all citizens could help to remove the social stigma associated with using transit, increasing 

ridership and improving safety.

POVERTY REDUCTION

Regardless of whether we came from a small community or a large city, the reduction of poverty and 

homeless was raised as an issue of utmost importance.  Many of our other concerns, such as crime, 

safety, and community health are directly linked to the growing crisis of poverty and homelessness. 

We want to see the gap between the rich and the poor reduced through more investment in affordable 

housing and programs that build stronger communities of support.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR POSITIVE CHANGE

“(Cities) are doing a lot of things right, 

but there is still a ways to go before we 

reach the ‘ideal municipality’”

— Jamie Dublanko, 

Queen Elizabeth High School



ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION

All across Canada, the environment was identified as an vital area of action. We have identified five areas 

of growth for environmental preservation  in our municipalities: 

1. Increased access to environmentally friendly energy sources

2. Improved public transit

3. Expanded urban green areas

4. Expanded cycling infrastructure

5. Reduced urban sprawl

The changes we make today will impact us well into the future as we become the leaders of tomorrow. 

Consequently, if nothing is done on this issue we will inherit the results of  environmental mismanagement 

today.

COMMUNITY BUILDING

Community building is integral to all municipalities, whether that be a large city, or a small town. We, the 

Canadian youth,  are looking to work with our cities to increase support for organizations that reach out 

to members of our LGBTQ community, new Canadians, and victims of discrimination.  The involvement 

of youth in these organizations is essential to their success.

In addition to creating a welcoming environment, youth from across Canada identified the need for 

our communities to increase opportunities for engagement. From expanding Neighbourhood Watch to 

implementing programs such as Edmonton’s “Capital City Cleanup,” these programs increase a sense 

of community, fostering a sense of safety and reduce feelings of isolation and hopelessness. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DIVERSIFICATION

Finally, in the midst of all these changes, we, the youth of Canada, recognize the importance of sustaining 

and growing a strong economy. By working industry 

and other levels of government, municipalities need 

to continue in their effort to diversify our economy. 

We need to create an atmosphere that avoids over-

reliance on any one sector.  This diversification ,will 

in turn help drive the job growth needed for family 

security and higher youth employment. 

“Finally, as a surprise to most we 

found that no matter which school we 

talked to, no matter where they were 

in the country, they all believed that we 

needed to strengthen the economy.’”

— Brendan Cornish, Student



MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

In order to positively address the key areas of 

concern outlined above, it is vital for youth and 

municipalities to work together. We, as Canadian 

youth, realize our potential to become integral parts 

of our municipalities. We know that if given the 

opportunity, youth can connect with municipalities to 

achieve common goals while taking an active role in 

shaping our futures. 

Youth believe connections to municipal governments 

can be made in the following ways:

YOUTH GROUPS

• Create special interest groups to connect groups 

of like-minded and passionate youth. Municipalities 

can then partner with these groups to make change.

EDUCATION

• Frequent field trips to council meetings to learn 

about civic processes to improve awareness of 

municipal issues and structure.  

• Municipal representatives can work with youth 

groups within our schools to open active lines of 

communication between  youth and municipalities.

• Municipality led workshops on the importance of 

civic engagement that highlight existing participatory 

opportunities within communities.   

• Municipalities can work with schools and 

students to provide “meet and greets” with local 

representatives,  raising awareness and opening 

communication  between government and youth.   

• Municipal governments should make time to 

discuss government policies and youth goals with 

youth representatives from different schools. 

“Instead of teaching youth how to react 

to change, we need to teach youth how 

to be the agents of change’”

— Isaiah, Student

Examples of Municipally Sponsored

Youth Action Committees: 

- City of Victoria Youth Council

http://www.tigurl.org/pwxmic 

- Youth Action Project on Poverty: 

Edmonton 

https://www.tigurl.org/yapp 

- Transit Youth Ambassador Program: 

Burlington 

https://www.tigurl.org/btya 

- Youth Impact All Candidate Sessions: 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

https://www.tigurl.org/yiacs

“Aside from the standard ways of 

getting involved and influencing change, 

educating others is fundamental in 

leading change. If others understand 

how municipal government can affect 

them, they may be more apt to fight for 

change.’”

— Cole, Student



COMMUNITY

• At municipal polling stations, youth groups could partner with municipalities to run a youth voting 

station to encourage fellow youth to become informed, while establishing the importance of active 

citizenship from a young age to fight voter apathy.

• Include more opportunities for youth involvement in established community programs to create a  

stronger relationship between youth and municipal outreach programs 

• Create well-advertised, public forums that are accessible to students on municipal issues can establish 

a space for discussion in which all members of the community are equally heard, including youth. 

ONLINE 

• Promote online tools which provide a means of direct contact between youth groups and municipal 

government,  and create a more accessible public online platform where youth can share ideas and 

perspectives

• Use mainstream technologies to increase awareness and openness and to establish a trusting 

relationship between youth groups and local governments.

We, as youth, know that these initiatives are achieved through partnerships that the youth are equally 

responsible for. Therefore, we are passionate in our belief that commitment is key; change, no matter 

how necessary, does not happen overnight, and we, the youth, are committed to becoming leaders 

within our municipalities. We can be integral members of our communities, we can be civically educated 

and active  citizens. Most of all,  when we work together with our municipalities, we can create lasting 

change. 

CONCLUSION

With the upcoming federal election, we know that now 

is the time for youth to unite with their municipalities 

to ensure that their concerns are heard. The federal 

election presents a unique and powerful opportunity 

for municipalities and youth to work in unity 

towards common goals, and to raise their voices 

loud enough that the even the federal candidates 

will hear.  Municipal-youth partnerships are vital to 

shaping a better future for our communities and our 

country. Municipal-youth partnerships show youth 

that they can be empowered to make a difference 

in government, even if they cannot yet vote. This can 

help reduce the trend of voter apathy at all levels of 

government.  These partnerships are an essential step to ensuring that youth become knowledgeable 

and empowered citizens, who feel a sense of personal agency, and who participate within municipalities, 

leading to better communities for all.

“(We) are eager, willing, capable and 

inspired to go out and make change 

in (our) community, Ultimately we are 

ready to learn. By teaching us how to 

change our municipalities instead of 

how to react when they change we 

create a new generation of problem-

solvers…By incorporating today’s youth 

in our community, you are able to make 

the bridge for us so we can make the 

best society there can be”

—  Isaiah, Student


