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The City of Vancouver Introduces 

Laneway Housing  

ACT Solutions 

Laneway housing is limited to the garage and 
parking area to preserve backyard open space. 

                                                
Source: City of Vancouver 

 

Issue 

 
“Laneway housing” refers to a small-
er house or cottage that is ancillary 
to a principal house and is typically 
located in the rear yard and oriented 
towards the lane. 
 
After a wide consultation process, 
the City of Vancouver adopted the 
EcoDensity Charter outlining how 
density, design, and land use can 
contribute to environmental sustain-
ability, affordability, and livability.  
 
During the public consultations, 
laneway housing (LWH) was fre-
quently suggested as an affordable 
housing solution, one that would  
support Vancouver’s commitment to 
creating a greener and denser city 
pattern which promotes gentle forms 
of higher density across the city, as 
well as more affordable housing op-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
  

The main reasons given by the pub-
lic for supporting laneway housing 
include:  
 providing a home for  aging fami-

ly members, adult children, multi-
generation families, or caregiv-
ers; or for homeowners them-
selves as they down-size from 
the main house;   

 providing more housing options in 
their neighbourhoods;  

 providing rental income; and 
 providing more opportunities for 

people to live close to jobs, ser-

vices, and public transit.  
 

Activities 
 
In 2008, Council approved specific 
directions to staff to develop an is-
sues and options paper and to pro-
pose amendments to allow LWH.  
Council approved LWH in 2009, cre-
ating a new type of housing that is 
designed to integrate into existing 
single-family areas.  
 
 
 

The City of Vancouver and the Greater 
Vancouver Home Builders’ Association 
(GVHBA) held two day-long information 
workshops aimed at homeowners inter-
ested in pursuing new land use options 
emerging from the city’s EcoDensity strat-
egy, such as rental LWH. 
 

 
 



Affordability and  
Choice Today 

  
Got a housing regulatory issue? ACT 
may already have a solution! Find 
out about ACT regulatory reform 
projects carried out across Canada: 

  
www.actprogram.com 

  
ACT Administration 

c/o Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities 
Tel: 613-241-5221 ext. 242 
Fax:  613-244-1515 
E-mail: info@actprogram.com 
  
The United Nations Centre for Hu-
man Settlements recognizes ACT as 
a top global best practice for improv-
ing the living environment. 
 
ACT is sponsored by CMHC. 
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Project team  
 
The project was co-sponsored by 
the City of Vancouver Development 
Services Department and the Great-
er Vancouver Home Builders’ Asso-
ciation (GVHBA).   

 
Results 
 
The City of Vancouver now allows 
LWH in RS-1 and RS-5 single-family 
areas on lots 10 metres (33 feet) or 
more in width, with an open lane, on 
a double fronting street, or on a cor-
ner with a lane dedication  
 
LWH is generally located in the 
space where a garage would be per-
mitted, in the rear eight metres (26 
feet) of the lot, and with a minimum 
of five metre (16 feet) separation 
between the laneway house and the 
main house in order to protect the 
backyard open space. 
 
LWH is used for family or rental 
housing with no strata titling permit-
ted. The unit size is based on lot 
size to a maximum of 70 square me-
tres (750 sq.ft.) or an approximately  
47 square metre unit (500 sq.ft.) on 
a 10 X 37 metre lot (33 X 122 feet). 
The built form permitted is one and 
one-and-a half storey configurations, 
with guidelines to address upper 
storey massing, privacy, and shad-
owing. One off-street parking space 
is also required. 
 
LWH is especially well suited to the 
city’s lower-density single-family are-
as, providing homeowners the op-
portunity to add a cottage-like unit 
on their property, while keeping their 
main house with or without a sec-
ondary suite in the main house. A 
laneway house could also be built at 
the same time as a new house. 

 
 
The concept of LWH is very popular. 
One hundred LWH permits were  is-
sued between the approval of LWH in 
July 2009 and September 2010.  Many 
of these units are already built. Other 
LWH applications are currently in pro-
cess for approval. 
 
LWH is meeting the energy efficiency 
requirements of the Green Homes pro-
gram, as required for all new single-
family homes in the city, with several 
projects exceeding these requirements 
through innovative wall and roof as-
semblies. 
 

Other Resources  

 
Additional information is available on 
the City of Vancouver website at  
http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/ecocity/lanewayhousing.htm 

 
Livable Lanes: A Study of Laneway 
Infill Housing in Vancouver and Other 
Growing B.C. Communities, CMHC 
Research Highlight, 2009, available on 
the CMHC website at  
www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/odpub/pdf/66642.pdf?lang=en. 

 

Contact 
 
Sonia Erichsen 
Supervisor, One and Two Family 
Dwelling Group 
Development Services, Vancouver 
604-871-6477 
sonia.erichsen@vancouver.ca 
 

The size of  the upper floor is limited to 
minimize the scale and massing of the 
laneway unit. 

Source: City of Vancouver 
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